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Macmillan. 


Best, Herbert. Oct. 31, 1944. 


271p. $2.50. 


Three children left alone northern New York State 
the early nineteenth century solve their problems— 
pioneer problems—to wrest living from the land and 
develop themselves for Around this situation 
Mr. Best has built very readable novel which many 
places barely escapes being juvenile. 


Young’un. 


When Zephaniah Post returned from his spring trading 
found his cabin burned the ground, his wife dead 
the fire and his three teen age children stoically waiting 
for him. Zeph had been scout and trapper, not 
built for the drudgery settler’s life and, knowing 
way meet his grief save the solitude the 
forest, left incontinently, telling his children remain. 
The three took that command literally. one the 
neighbors, neither those whose charity 
tioned nor those who involved self-interest with charity, 
could drag them away from the hillside farm and the 
leanto-dugout they had built. ‘Pa wouldn’t hold with” 
going the neighbors and they planned fend for 
themselves. The three were Deborah Eldest, almost 
woman grown and with young girl’s perspective, Daniel 
stolid, stubborn, farm-loving and whose hero 
worship Pa’s stature loomed larger than really was 
and finally Elvina Young’un, still the child, knowing 
that she must develop but uncertain whether man 
woman. the clear, uncluttered mind Young’un 
every problem had solution and her child’s perspec- 
tive all things were possible. 


Zeph left his well matched team oxen, Young’un’s 
pets, “Peter-n-Paul” behind. The three, under 


direction and with and Young’un doing most the 
field work, sowed crop borrowed seed and worked 
themselves beyond the point exhaustion all summer. 
Their yield was bounteous and Dan’l proudly prepared 
pay off his debt the sly Sim Higgins. But Higgins 
had had Dan’l sign unknowingly paper making him 
responsible for all Zeph’s borrowings well. When Sim 
came collect claimed not only all the crop but 
Peter-n-Paul well. Thwarted the intervention 
kindly neighbors, led Gam Reed, the gunsmith, Sim 
still managed have work for him pay off the 
debt. That ruined the Posts’ plans for building cabin 
for the winter but again their neighbors intervened and 
logrolling provided them with well-built house and 
barn. Still the winter was hard and hunger was with 
them always. split threatened the trinity when 
Preacher Jones began court Eldest. felt that 
“Pa wouldn’t hold with” Eldest’s leaving but Young’un 
managed outmanoeuver his opposition. 


year followed year and hard work brought abundant 
harvest the three Dan’l accepted the idea Eldest’s 
leaving. During these years Young’un too grew but 
still uncertain. With Dan’l she wanted hold the 
farm and make success but she wanted Hank Broad- 
moor also and she knew that Dan’l would never hear 
that. Caught between Hank’s unwillingness and her 
brother’s stubbornness Young’un apprenticed 
Gam order earn one his famous rifles. But 
when Hank proved willing the rifle was traded for 
length dress material and Young’un became all woman. 
After had been gone for five years Young’un finally 
learned Pa’s whereabouts. She sent him message, 
hoping that his return would break the spell which 
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had woven about his memory. But when returned 
she sent him away almost immediately knowing that 
stayed would take back the woods with 
him. this time Hank and Young’un had become 
firmly attached but still stood the way. That 
obstacle was overcome when Amy Higgins captured 
heart and left Young’un free marry Hank. 
that note the sort lived-happily-ever- 
afterish atmosphere. 


Young’un many respects excellent book and 
always readable one. Only one aspect does fall 
short, that one can never quite escape the impression 
that was written juvenile. Solutions come too 
pat, emotions are too pallid (only Dan’l’s stubborn- 
ness there some degree verisimilitude), sorrow and 
anger are not deep, everything comes out too right— 
always there the impression that the author has been 
writing for children and cannot quite change his tone. 
Otherwise the book quietly entrancing story this 
reviewer has read since The Yearling. Simple and 
natural style filled with the lore nature and 
pioneer farming. Accurate its characterization 
faithful historical detail—so faithful that some few 
might object the quaintness the Humor 
there too and all the beauty and goodness simple 
living. Only one incident might said mar the 
book. Young’un and Hank swimming the nude 
but there neither lust nor any other evil their actions 
nor there suggestiveness the author’s treatment. 
That scene however not true life. All all the 
book can well recommended light escape reading 
for adults. 


Literary Guild---November Selection 


Roche, Mazo. The Building Jalna. Little, Brown. 
Oct. 20, 1944. 366p. $2.50. 


The Building Jalna the ninth volume Mazo 
Roche’s famous family novel, the Jalna saga, which began 
with the 1927 publication Jalna, now the fourth volume, 
order fictional chronology this fine novelistic 
sequence, which the present book the first. Miss 
Roche thus following the trail Cooper blazed 
when went backward time 
instead the Galsworthy pattern which carries the 
Forsytes sternly their tombs with never retrospective 
glance into the dark backward and abysm except for 
short story impression Swithin’s gay dog youth. The 
current instalment warmly vibrant with life; there 
falling off narrative vitality. fact, anything, 
there seems gain over some the more recent addi- 
tions the series, possibly because some obscure psycho- 
logical mainspring permits writer family novel 
dwell more lovingly upon the yet unnarrated youth 
familiar character than upon the vicissitudes and 
ecstasies some remote descendant. added reason 
might well the fictional vigor old Gran, the highest 
spirited dowager English letters since Thackeray’s 
wicked old women; the prospect record her young 
married life could not fail but kindle the imagination 
both reader and writer. Miss Roche has done 
very interesting thing here Thackeray’s 
trick with Beatrix Esmond, which might described 
progress charming girl into aged harridan; here 
case rather terrible old woman into madcap young 
matron. 


134 Best Roche Caldwell 


Best 


Adeline Whiteoak, née Adeline Court County Meath, 
one day old Gran Jalna Ontario, dominates the 
action superbly all the way from the Hindu garrison town 
Jalna, through London, Somersetshire, Galway, Quebec, 
and frontier Ontario; she has the blithe strength and 
plus most engaging native Celtic fire that makes all 
the men board the Alanna ready toss their caps 
over the windmill for her, and, more dramatically, allows 
her rout her rival, Daisy Vaughan, with riding crop. 
The hall mark good traditional novelist his power 
character creation; Miss Roche measures 
magnificently this respect. Like true mistress 
saga narrative she lets gesture, speech, 
characterize instead the cheaper analytic method 
George Eliot introduced into English fiction. She appears 
more chary the Dickensian habit characterization 
through physical description; but there brilliant 
touch this sort the very beginning when Captain 
Whiteoak discovers, with sensation distaste, that 
his brother-in-law’s red hair, green eyes, and pointed 
face remind him the Knave Diamonds. 


Miss Roche’s strokes are quietly deft that one 
all too likely overlook their subtleties until, after 
cumulation some peculiarly apt detail 
makes one almost cry aloud her mastery. The relations 
between the English husband and his wife’s Irish family, 
for example, are revealed through multitude un- 
obtrusive insights, and the net result the palpable 
density reality that used mark Trollope. Miss 
Roche’s novelistic bouquet delicate; coarse palate will 
probably demand spicier fare. But those who read for 
the central novelistic values character creation and 
the swarming atmosphere life will hail this latest 
work Canada’s premier novelist; that enthusiasts for 
the Jalna cycle will literally devour foregone 


conclusion. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College 


Caldwell, Erskine. Tragic Ground. Duell, Sloan 
Pearce. Oct. 13, 1944. 273p. $2.50. 


Any strong-stomached and mentally unemployed male 
who ever sat about pool-room red-light district 
and who could take down the spattering dialogue could 
have written this bawdy and useless “novel.” The entire 
work artistically, sociologically and morally insulting. 


There cheap pretence presenting difficult social 
problem. Spence Drouhit, rake and drunkard for 
years, shiftless and worthless extreme, had left 
run-down farm make easy money war plant 
somewhere the South. When the plant closed, was 
left stranded, with sense personal responsibility, 
wife who was dipsomaniac, and two over-sexed daugh- 
ters, one whom becomes prostitute thirteen. There 
little money for food drink, the rent has not been paid, 
and the hovel the depth squalor. The actions 
the younger girl bring visit from welfare investigators, 
but the problem not treated with 
the agents are cheaply satirized, and the point lost when 
they break down accept the Drouhits with laughter and 
“tolerance”. 
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The father breaks each the commandments with gusto 
and approval, and realistically illustrates all the cheaper 
passions envy, revenge, cowardice and racial hatred. 
Although the author stacks the cards make appear 
that his troubles are the fault the fates, the situations 
are brought his own shortcomings. There 
solution redemption, tragedy and ground for 
argument. The vulgarity, coarse realism, profanity and 
immorality outdo that Tobacco Road. There hardly 
page without cheap sexual allusion; the others recount 
sewage deposit ordinary and abnormal adultery, 
Lesbianism, marijuana peddling and procuration, climaxed 
long (pp. 82-104) and enthusiastically detailed 
description house prostitution. Obviously, there 
reason why anyone—even professional proof- 
reader—should turn page it. 


The Way. Crowell. Sept. 19, 1944. 


Hartley, 
187p. $2.50. 


Even the wise sometimes find themselves strange com- 
pany and their wisdom, being beyond the comprehension 
the unwise, becomes something less than wisdom. 


The Magi, the Wise Men who attended Christ after His 
birth, are not immune this fate. 


Severus, Roman centurion excellent record and great 
promise, assigned duty Syria about the year 
A.D. Before leaving personally instructed the 
Emperor Augustus keep eye one Balthasar, 
high priest Isis, also journeying Syria, with the 
Emperor’s permission, some secret business 
own. Severus thereupon assumes the dual role soldier 
and private detective the Emperor. Mysterious business 
aboard ship, ritualistic practices and secret nightly visita- 
tions the galleys, convinces the young centurion that 
there some hidden business Damas- 
cus carries his investigations first selecting the 
inn where Balthasar staying for his meals, and later 
seducing and becoming the paramour the niece 
the proprietor. Balthasar soon joined Caspar, 
high-priest Mithra and physician, and some months 
later Melchior, high-ranking Buddhist. 
secret hiding-place upper chamber Severus manages 
observe unseen the meetings the sinister triumvirate 
and listen unheard their secret counsels. Their 
plans are vaguely expressed that Severus can well 
infer that they are plotting against the Empire. 


fact they are the top members secret brother- 
hood. The brotherhood dated from the building 
Solomon’s Temple and its purpose was unite all men 
good will the search for the eternal spirit. What 
brings them together this particular point history 
the common conviction that expected leader 
about make his appearance. 


The scene moves from Damascus Jerusalem: Severus 
being ordered thither Quirinius his annoyance 
Severus for sending secret reports Rome; the trium- 
virate naturally seeking Jerusalem the time the 
Passover; Leah, now with child, following her Roman 
lover. There Severus, again playing the part the inept 
detective, unwittingly leads the wise men the end 
their search, causes Leah’s death the hands her 
enraged countrymen, and practically closes his own 
career soldier. 


Some the names used for the characters will suggest 
certain historical characters. Yohannan, for instance, 
will suggest John the Baptist. But Yohannan the son 
Essene, and preaches the Temple. There are 
other names also, such Yusuf, carpenter, Maria, 
his wife, and Yesus, their soft-spoken son. But all re- 
semblance historical characters ends that point. 


Historical novels are usually expected be: faithful 
the known facts history and historical character. 
The one exception seems that religious history, 
where the novelist feels free portray history 
might have been, not was. This book generally 
objectionable for that reason, well for its irrever- 
ence, for its meaningless mysticism, for one passage 
more than suggestive and for some others that are merely 


suggestive. 


Editorial Note: Because comment which has arisen 
and avoid all possibility misunderstanding with 
regard the Scriptural material contained this book 
the editors have requested another reviewer examine 
and herewith submit his review. This reviewer agrees 
substantially with the original review except for reserva- 
tions which alter the recommendation. 


Mann, Thomas. Joseph the Provider. 
608p. 

This book was first reviewed the July issue Best 
Sellers. The original review stated: anyone who 
reads it, young old, will have acquired something good 
out it—culturally and are some 
points not mentioned the previous review which should 
called the attention our readers. 


Joseph the Provider novel based Holy Scripture. 
This fact immeditely imposes the reviewer the duty 
attending two things: first, the fidelity the novel 
the original revealed account; secondly, the attitude 
the author towards the revealed word Scripture 
general. not the business the reviewer acclaim 
condemn book the light the author’s previous 
publications, but examine and estimate the book 
question its own merits. 

the sequence historical events the author Joseph 
the Provider has not deviated any major detail from 
the account given the Book Genesis, chapters 40-50. 
has fictionalized the story writing descriptive 
background the events narrated, description which 
once topographical and cultural, supplying ac- 
count Egyptian life, customs, morals, and ceremonies. 
doing this nowhere descends obscenity. Imagina- 
tive incidents are also supplied, and characters are de- 
veloped and brought life that are merely names the 
Scriptural account. Particularly fortunate this respect 
the development the character Pharaoh. 


Characterization less successful where enlarges the 
character Joseph, Jacob and other Scriptural principals. 
The failure not due, would seem, deliberate 
intention distort the characters, but unconscious 
imputation motives and attitudes that are inconsistent 
with the Scriptural record. not expressly stated, but 
several times suggested, that Joseph compromiser; 
that remaining faithful the religion his 
fathers, did not deem inappropriate inconsistent 
assist the idolatrous ceremonies the Egyptians. 
Joseph’s consciousness the part that his misfortunes 
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and successes played the designs Divine Providence, 
his part the use the terms the 
author, comes perilously close fatalism. When Jacob 
blessing his sons his deathbed the actual dialogue 
follows the original rather closely, but explanatory para- 
graphs are inserted which would make appear that 
Jacob mumbled mixture mythological astral 
allusions together with his blessings. These attitudes, 
together with the transposition saying Christ 
the lips Pharaoh, are certainly objectionable. 


The opening chapter entitled “Prelude the Upper 
Circles,” which has little nothing with the rest 
the book, cynical account what man must look 
like above. There glib reference man being 
the result God’s curiosity about Himself. Shemmael 
works this curiosity tempt God create man, and 
thus “To exchange lofty but somewhat anaemic spiritual 
all-sufficiency for the full-blooded fleshly existence 
corporeal folk-God; just like other gods ... 
(p. The chapter starts the story false note and 
offensive the extreme. 


These are serious reservations. The mature and informed 
reader, however, will annoyed but not harmed these 


defects. 
Charles Denecke, S.J. 
University Scranton 


Smith, Allen. Lost the Horse Latitudes. Double- 
day. Oct. 1944. 224p. $2.00. 


books that are read, then indeed beg God mercy 
this age which has produced and the people who 
read book such this. Two previous books the 
same author, Low Man Totem Pole and Life 
Putty Knife Factory, have the past enjoyed widespread 
popularity and, through their sales, have attained high 
ranking best seller lists. This third book, blood 
brother its equally objectionable predecessors, will 
enjoy similar success. Not only that but people will 
boast having read and will laugh over the inaninities 
which are passed off under the guise humor therein 
but which are mostly wisecracks the poorest possible 
taste. Mr. Smith has been called the 
Boswell” and the description this book Boswell 
some extent his own Boswell. Again, the other 
books, are presented with collection pieces 
what are called human oddities but which are really 
descriptions incidents from the lives the lunatic 
fringe our society. This time the author has confined 
himself, large degree, the inhabitants Hollywood, 
producers, directors, writers, actors and other like ilk, 
with much the material gathered during his employ- 
miscellany other material ranging all the way from the 
ridiculous the ridiculous. The book intended 
humorous but the humor the wisecrack, the gag, 
stupidity and asininity, bearing little relation the 
real article. 


For clearly apparent reasons summary the contents 
this book will attempted. The material not only 
valueless, save reflecting the degradation 
but crammed with smut and filth, with profanity 
and vulgarity positive menace. Disgust the 
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primary reaction this book, disgust and then pity, 
pity for all who have had share its production, for 
those who will aid its dissemination and for all those 
who will read it. cursory and incomplete count re- 
sulted the notation eighteen instances profanity, 
fifteen instances unadulterated obscenity and innumer- 
able incidents vulgarity, crude, suggestive 
excusable. say that much the material bad 
taste would the acme understatement. say that 
immoral, unmoral and amoral would the simple 
truth. illustration one might cite the disquisition 
lingerie with its attendant smuttiness pp. 169-170 
the particularly vicious and false obscenity concerning 
the proselytizing activities Spanish soldiers and mis- 
sionaries California pp. 160-161. This latter inci- 
dent deserves public condemnation since nothing 
more than simple calumny. Since the entire book not 
only valueless but highly objectionable can not, 
course, recommended any class reader. 


Bromfield, The World Live In. 
Oct. 25, 1944. $2.50. 


Into this collection short stories written during the past 
five years, Mr. Bromfield has placed much the same 
background and even type character his readers will 
have found Until the Day Break, Mrs. Parkington, 
and What Became Anna Bolton. 


his opening story describes “The Pond” the 
Dakota farm the Petersons. the midst the 
prairie country this little spot water was real oasis 
for young, blond Tom Peterson and his mother; Tom’s 
father, however, thought the water waste since 
could use the area for farmland. after Tom’s depar- 
ture war and his wife’s temporary absence visit 
with Tom’s wife, the pond was drained and with its 
passing went large part Annie Peterson’s spirit. Tom 
detected this letter which received just before 
took off bombing mission. Tom was killed that 
night; the same night Dakota new pond made its 
appearance the Peterson farm, this time fed 
live spring that precluded draining. Through Tom’s 
death and intervention new life had been given his 
mother. The portrayal creature doing the work 
the Creator done without indication supplica- 
tion; thus, are left with the thought that Tom was 
able accomplish the miracle his own power. 


Harper. 


“Death Monte Carlo” revolves about two members 
the “International White Trash” set, the excessively rich 
who spend their lives playing around Monte Carlo, 
Venice, Paris and the grand hotels the world. The 
author this story, depicts most harshly the avarice 
one member, the Princess May D’Orobello. Forced 
flee very short notice Monte Carlo she contrived 
with the aid her maid Serafin recover her jewels 
which was her fortune. The total disregard the Prin- 
ess for human values and the horrible ending combine 
make this sharp study neglected vice. offset 
the Princess the author has introduced Mary Pulsifer who 
equally rich but humanitarian. 


The set again introduced “The Old House.” 
Despite the fact that her house was island con- 
nected with the mainland road usable only certain 
times, Mrs. Linton refused leave nor did the threat 
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Nazi invasion deter When the expected hap- 
pened and Nazi parachutists landed, her reaction was 
typical patriot. 


The fourth story account “True Love” which 
buck-toothed chorus girl won the love master 
electrician, only lose when she acquired new teeth 
and new mouth contour. Daisy’s marriage 
millionaire playboy ended divorce; “true” love came 
only when her new teeth were lost and the electrician 
romance was re-enkindled. turned out 
mother had had buck teeth too. 


One the best stories that “The Man Who Was 
Love with Death,” the account British secret 
agent who had the gift “second-sight,” being able 
times envision what was about happen. had 
knowledge that was betrayed lovely female 
agent with whom had fallen love. The outcome 
not unexpected yet the atmosphere suspense well- 
sustained. 


“Daughters Mars” relates the plight four elderly 
sisters who were living Occupied France. When the 
opportunity leaving came, they refused because 
loyalty their father’s memory. 


“The Great Facade” typically American. Merle Jenkins 
was crippled genius; Duncan Masters had the physique 
classic Greek statue and with about the same amount 
brain. Duncan became the facade for Merle’s ambi- 
tion become great political figure. Into Duncan’s 
mouth Merle put spell-binding speeches; Duncan’s opin- 
ions were given only after consulting Merle. But natur- 
ally Duncan couldn’t keep away from women. One 
whom married resented his utter reliance upon Merle; 
result, divorce. From that point Duncan slipped 
away from Merle’s control until both were ruined. 
grimly fascinating account loss personality through 
subservience. 


The love animals and nature general the theme 
“Up Ferguson Way.” Except for touch the 
supernatural acceptable story. 


“Thou Shalt Not Covet,” the last story, has been re- 
printed from The Ten Commandments 
Best Sellers, Jan. 1944, 143). the account the 
development the naive young divorcée Gretl into 
hard prostitute who makes her fortune the expense 
German industrialist. Its implication that evil 
steal except from Nazis will hardly harmonize with 
the Christian interpretation the seventh command- 
ment. 


general, most these stories are acceptable for adult 
“The Pond” the only unacceptable feature 
that Tom’s ability, after death, recreate the pond 
through living spring. Love” quite ordinary 
plot and telling; Great Facade,” “The Man Who 
Was Love With Death,” “Death Monte Carlo,” 
“The Old House,” “Daughters Mars” and “Up Fer- 
guson Way” are superior bits craftsmanship and gener- 
ally fair from the moral viewpoint. Suitable for adults. 


* 


Valour and Arms. Dial. Sept. 21, 


$3.00. 
When Vicksburg surrendered 1863 the entire left 
flank the Confederacy was smashed, the Southwest 


Street, James. 
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cut off from the South and control the entire 
Mississippi passed into the hands the Union. Thus the 
fall Vicksburg was notable factor contributing the 
eventual fall the Confederacy. Yet Vicksburg resisted 
Federal siege for more than year and drove off several 
Union armies before Grant finally tightened the noose 
about it. his latest “Dabney” novel James Street has 
chosen footnote from the history the Vicksburg 
campaign and has woven romance-adventure story 
about which tells the battles for Vicksburg. That 
footnote the career the ironclad, Arkansas, which, 
single-handed, drove the Union fleet from the middle 
Mississippi and might have changed the course the 
war the West had she not been lost unfortunate 
accident. The main characters this story are Wyeth 
Woodward, Simeon St. Leger Granville and Vespasian 
Gillivray, three gunners the Arkansas and their gun 
Only two characters from the other “Dabney” 
books, Keith Alexander and his wife Morna, née Dabney, 
appear this story but the county Lebanon figures 
the final solution. The Lebanon rebellion which formed 
the basis Tap occurs during the course the 
story but plays only minor role this book. 


the tale opens Woodward and Granville are Natchez 
working with underground movement obtain iron 
for the Arkansas being built Captain Isaac Brown 
makeshift shipyard the Yazoo river. Wyeth 
idealist who hates slavery but fights because his country 
invaded. hopes read law and help others the 
war’s end. Granville soldier fortune, lusting for 
wine and women, blasé, unscrupulous, immoral and 
excellent gunner. work with the Natchez mer- 
chants Nate Frome and Wall MacKenzie. Granville 
begins affair with Sharon Weatherford, cousin Ves 
Gillivray their Cajan mate. Wyeth falls love with 
Laurel Mackenzie. they engineer coup that 
removes the iron from Federal controlled territory and 
takes Brown the Yazoo. addition Wyeth 
acquires Gar Rivers, negro guerilla, whose freedom 
obtains and who follows him. primitive artist 
and wants help liberate his people but within the 
structure the Confederacy. also accomplished 
guerilla and kills several Union supporters the course 
the story. 


The Arkansas finally pieced together out odds and 
ends and steams into the Mississippi. There she scatters 
the Upper and Lower River Union fleets fierce en- 
gagements help lift the first naval siege Vicks- 
burg, which was being attacked from the west, the least 
vulnerable spot. Then follows series engagements 
which Union boats are routed and the whole middle 
river freed for the Confederacy which was then the 
zenith its military success. all these engagements 
the crew the “Dolly,” especially Wyeth, distinguished 
themselves. But the severely battered Arkansas was 
forced put for rehauling and Captain Brown was 
taken ashore recuperate from malaria. his absence 
and with her engines crippled the Arkansas was sent 
support Breckenridge’s attack Baton Rouge but when 
her machinery broke down the face the Union fleet 
she had abandoned and blown up. Captain Brown 
determines build another Arkansas and Wyeth goes 
scouting for engines. helps capture several Union 
boats nearby rivers but loses them all and the new 
Arkansas seems doomed. Then begins the second siege 
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Vicksburg which Federal forces attempt long and 
arduous detours around the city but again are frustrated. 


Wyeth now goes Natchez search for iron but finds 
the underground movement broken Keith Alexander, 
the brilliant and unscrupulous speculator, who had 
escaped from the Lebanon rebellion but whose hatred for 
the South kept him working the Union side 
counterespionage agent. Frome had been driven from 


town and MacKenzie forced cease his activities. Wyeth 


begins gathering iron but falls into the clutches Morna 
Alexander who wishes discover whether not mar- 
riage has dulled her male-trapping charms 
niques. Sharon Weatherford, sensing the possible failure 
their work and the imminent wreckage the Wyeth- 
Laurel romance, takes charge affairs, covers for 
and sends him away from Alexander’s prying 
eyes iron gathering expedition. She pretends 
Union sympathizer and succeeds befuddling Alex- 
ander. Keith discovers cache iron and 
uses its destruction accomplish his revenge Union 
who had spread scandal about Morna and who 
was threatening shunt Keith aside politically. 


Abandoning hope for the new Arkansas Wyeth returns 
Vicksburg find “Dolly” and her crew part shore 
battery after having helped defeat Yankee encircling 
movements. and illness were stalking the garri- 
son but they fought until fit drunken forgetful- 
ness Granville overloaded “Dolly” and she burst, crip- 
pling his leg which Wyeth then amputated. Wyeth 
sends Sharon, Granville, Gar and Gillivray through the 
Union river blockade and himself remains. Grant finally 
outmanouevers the defenders, crosses the river, cuts Vicks- 
burg off from the east and drives for the kill. When 
Pemberton surrenders Wyeth escapes and goes Natchez. 
captured Alexander, expects death but paroled 
take Laurel and join the others peaceful Lebanon 
where they hope work out their plans for new life. 


its naval aspects, especially the battles the Arkansas, 
over-complicated, disjointed and uninteresting. Descrip- 
tions manouevers the Vicksburg campaign are ade- 
quate and fairly correct but boring. Description the 
nature and activities unscrupulous speculators are 
good. However the book well larded with vulgar 
obscenities, suggestive passages and over realistic descrip- 
tions (pp. 152, 157, 169, 170, 179, 431, 445, 446, 468, 
469); fornication (p. 490); the essentially monogamous 
nature man denied page 369; Wyeth’s readiness 
seduced Morna invalidates otherwise pain- 
fully built good character; and both Keith and Gran- 
ville are overly objectionable characters. The book prob- 
ably would not harm adult readers but there seems little 
reason recommend anyone. 


ke 
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Taylor, Rosemary. Ridin’ the Rainbow. Whittlesey. 
Oct. 16, 1944. $2.50. 


Chicken Every Sunday Rosemary Taylor told the story 
her early life with the family Tucson, Arizona. That 
book starred her thrifty mother whose housewifely quali- 
ties and quaint philosophy made family life 
pleasures and unexpected surprises. success with 
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boarders also kept the “money-tree” well laden that 
Father’s occasional shakings were always fruitful. The 
present book is, sense, sequel Chicken Every 
Sunday and also companion piece, starring this time 
Father and his multifarious activities. Most these were 
touched upon the first book but here they are elabor- 
ated much greater detail. Father was promoter who 
always saw the pot gold the end the rainbow 
and who was not only forever chasing but interesting 
others chasing also. addition was endowed 
with constant desire helpful others and 
never balked exercising that faculty. 


Father was born Arizona—the family was poor and 
worked hard until discovered that was 
man. After that worked harder. Mother came 
from the South—the post-Civil War had 
known genteel poverty but was determined achieve 
security through her own efforts. After four years 
courtship and several attempts they were finally married. 
Father then was coffee salesman and had little trouble 
bringing business. His long trips and her desire for 
security gave Mother the idea taking boarders. Father 
objected but when saw that had wife who could 
make money for the family really branched out. 
First was laundry and then real estate, streetcar 
line, cattle, oil, banking and host other businesses. 
Each was success while Father worked but when 
something new each one grew troublesome and Father 
lost out. When the bank failed Father was left owing 
more than half-a-million dollars but managed pay 
that off also. 


Father took major interest public affairs, the 
growth his city and his state. was every public 
committee and always active helping Tucson grow. 
The only office ever held was that school director 
but every public cause labored mightily and always 
achieved results. Finally ended his days the 
old man” the city, admired and respected 


Father likable character. Mother was also but 
reference Volume No. Best Sellers will show 
several moral aspects which completely 
character. There was rich humor the story her 
activities just there Father’s life. Breezy, 
dent, insouciant, open-hearted, generous, kind 
fu] Father was asset his community. His businesses 
might fail but Father was failure—they failed only 
because Father devoted too much attention elsewhere. 
And Father was never downcast—he saw always the 
bright side and usually managed bring that bright side 
others. Although the book general fairly whole 
some there are several semi-objectionable features which 
require mentioning. The first the inclusion 
gestive humor describing Father’s marriage; the second, 
practical joke built around telegram the Pope and 
faked answer; the third, reference squabble over 
the use cakes for soldiers baked Tyson, the 
town’s leading madam; and finally the Craig affair where 
Father blackmails social dowager into accepting 
sexual liaison which approved. These things de- 
tract from the value the book but, they indi- 
cated, the book should not harmful adult readers. 
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Porter, Alyene. Papa Was Preacher. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. Sept. 1944. 166p. $1.75. 


Originally Papa (Edwin Porter) had intended become 
large landowner; that ambition was deflected into other 
channels, some which were affiliated such digging 
the dirt out his children’s ears washing out the 
family clothes every Tuesday. This heart-warming 
(and humorous) account how Papa and his wife 
Pearl (who was real jewel and angel well) raised 
eight children the heart Texas. 


Saturday was the busiest day the week because Papa 
wouldn’t allow bit work Sunday; the boys even 
had shave the day before. From dawn till midnight 
the family worked: Papa the next day’s sermon; the 
boys cleaning the church and the grounds; Mama 
housework. Sunday was the great day when Papa was 
the center attention. During the rest the week the 
children generally had the spotlight, often turning 
upon themselves. Life the Porters never lacked variety. 
Between the revival meetings and the annual Methodist 
Conference there were always weddings, the boys’ love 
affairs, adjustments changed assignments which often 
involved building additions, church plays, planning for 
Christmas, Easter egg-hunts and the usual domestic 
recommend family entertainment. 


Lasswell, Mary. Suds Your Eye. Houghton, Mifflin. 


Lasswell, Mary. High Time. Mifflin. Sept. 
26, 1944. $2.00. 


these two volumes the former has just returned the 
list best sellers while the latter will undoubtedly 
follow soon for both are the category light reading, 
“escape reading” along the lines Mr. and Mrs. Cugat 
few years ago the current This Little Pig Stayed 
Home. differs from those two titles 
going beyond them for its laughs dipping into muddy 
waters. 


Mrs. Feeley was the buxom proprietress Noah’s Ark, 
little island junk yard where one could generally 
find two kind. she was assisted that ever- 
handy man, the Old-Timer. Early the story Suds 
there came into Mrs. Feeley’s ken the vision Miss 
Tinkham whose angular and maidenly frame clung 
many scraps culture. Miss Tinkham was being evicted 
the boom town San Diego make room for better- 
paying defense workers. Almost simultaneously Mrs. 
Rasmussen deserted her daughter and son-in-law when 
they objected too strenuously against the many cans 
beer she was consuming with Mrs. Feeley. 


This worthy pair bibbers (with the late Mr. Feeley) 
had been largely responsible for the impressive wall 
around the yard Noah’s Ark, built 10,000 beer cans 
with sand. Gradually they initiate Miss Tinkham 
into the art throwing “suds your eye.” Supported 
beer they romp through Spanish evening class (weaker 
than its English counterpart The Education Hyman 
Kaplan), indulge several café adventures, handle the 
problem raising the tax money with which villainous 
lawyer Strunk had absconded, join the capture 
the villain and end happy note with the wedding 
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their Spanish teacher with Mrs. Feeley’s sailor-nephew. 
general, it’s all good fun. Constantly, however, 
the humor depends upon vulgarities, spiced with profanity 


41, 103, 116, 184). 


High Time, the successor Suds, carries with the 
same beery group. Impressed with the war problem they 
decide make their contribution and “home 
drink (the problem) over,” decide help caring for 
the twin babies counterpart Rosie the Riveter 
named Lily. The babies are appropriately named Frank- 
lin and Winston. Then the ladies take over the re- 
habilitation prostitute and the wild mother two 
children. Both are successfully redeemed. Cooking (at 
nice profit) for six male war-workers who are also 
pledged blood-donation another feat. 
goes smoothly for this female trio guzzlers whose interest 
beer and food ranks far above that for “The Guy the 
sky” who invoked for victorious cause the last 
sentence. 


the NEWER AND HIGHER MORALITY where 
laugh ranks higher than respect for decent language this 
pair books will receive high rating. While not 
indecent, obscene vulgar such book Tragic 
Ground, not care recommend although most 
adults will not much harmed. Shall say, “Harm- 
less and almost worthless?” 


Hayek, Friedrich The Road Serfdom. University 
Chicago Press. Sept. 18, 1944. 250p. $2.75. 


Hayek has written one the most challenging books 
our time. This Austrian scholar, known for abstruse 
and perhaps unrealistic studies economic theory, has 
produced warning-cry from agonized heart. has 
grown love America and Britain and with fore- 
boding that sees both traveling the road which had but 
one ending, collectivist totalitarianism. 


According Professor Hayek, there middle ground 
between competitive economy and fascist com- 
munist dictatorship. so-called “planned democratic 
society” “socialism with political freedom” contra- 
diction terms. With relentless logic, shows that 
any effort replace the automatic controls free 
society direction from above bound lead 
tyranny. 


When Hayek’s thesis thus briefly stated, the reader 
might inclined dismiss the book another defense 
laissez faire. This would profound injustice. While 
the author does espouse individualism, his philosophy 
not the do-nothing attitude which permitted ruthless 
exploitation. quite willing for the State impose 
framework decency upon business, provided 
rule law and not arbitrary set administrative 
codes. regards monopoly, whether business 
labor, evil contributing the totalitarian trend. 
And every excuse justification for this trend laid 
bare brilliant psychological analysis. 


Catholic social thinkers will find this book strong 
support Pius XIth’s condemnation social- 
ism. some outside the Church, has been puzzling 
that the pontiff could say much that was good con- 
cerning moderate socialism, and yet conclude with the 
judgment that Catholic could socialist. Hayek 


i, 
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shows why this so. Yet, while upholding Catholic 
opposition collectivism, poses problem for 
prominent school American Catholic interpreters 
the social This eminent group interprets 
favorable papal allusions the medieval guild system, 
and the calling for system organized industries and 
professions, mandate for all-out economic planning 
industry, labor, and government. These distinguished 
thinkers might ponder the statement “The power con- 
ferred the control production and prices almost 
unlimited.” (p. 93). Hayek also concerned lest organ- 
ized labor and organized business unite exploit the con- 
sumer through monopoly power. Perhaps time for 
open discussion this problem, lest the name the 
encyclicals pushed forward the road col- 
lectivism. 
essay destructive criticism, this book would 
hard surpass. Professedly the author offers con- 
structive program except the Liberal theory compe- 
tition. Yet, the implication this theory, under certain 
circumstances, would drastic. While the author ad- 
mitted room for framework social legislation, 
condemned price-fixing for the farmer union labor. 
When one considers the results competition these 
fields, one not ready view the sole answer. 
Something seems lacking Hayek’s approach. His 
condemnation totalitarianism masterful; his warning 
against first steps shrewdly and cogently argued; yet, 
some important questions remain unanswered. One feels 
that there are means preventing the abuses which 
have emanated from competition, something more than 
the social framework minimum protection, and yet 
something different from the “first steps” well described 
the author. This reviewer not prepared give such 
analysis, but feels that Hayek has offered chal- 
lenge which should accepted. 
The Road Serfdom not technical but closely 
reasoned. Any mature reader who undertakes follow 
this analysis will well rewarded. Some statements 
about ethics appear the surface incorrect, but 
they may merely badly stated. defense indi- 
vidualism would seem contrary Catholic teach- 
ing, but here again much the difficulty may 
matter language. these precautionary observa- 
tions, the book not only recommended; all are urged 
read it. Rev. John Cronin, 
St. Mary’s Seminary 
* * 


Stafford, Jean. Boston Adventure. Harcourt Brace. 


Sept. 21, 1944. 496p. $2.75. 


There are two ways writing novel manners and 
society, from the outside looking in, from the inside 
looking out. Jean Stafford combines them. Her story 
the autobiography Sonie Marburg, American born 
daughter German cobbler and Russian peasant. 
Book One tells the pitiful and moving story Sonie’s 
rise the position Miss Lucy 
Pride, old wealthy bluestocking Bostonian, from the 
intolerable environment chamber maid the Barstow 
Hotel Chichester day and attendant upon mad 
mother hovel night. This course puts Sonie 
position view Boston society from without. 


Sonie survives the ordeals being pitied and helped 
her patron, being neglected and abused her 
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insane mother and half mad father, and being mis. 
understood her girlhood lover, disfigured Jewish boy, 
Nathan Kadish. The mad hatred Shura Korf for her 
husband Hermann Marburg drives him such distraction 
that cannot reconcile himself God the Roman 
Catholic faith and ultimately deserts his little daughter 
and her crazy mother. After departs his son born, 
afflicted with epilepsy. Sonie only begins realize that 
her mother mentally deranged when she fails regret 
Ivan’s death. Sonie reluctantly confines her mother 
asylum with the help Dr. McAllister and Miss Lucy 
Pride. Recollections these experiences haunt Sonie 
throughout her life after she has physically liberated 
herself from them. Dreams and morbid fear the 
fate her mother falling upon herself cause her 
walk diffidently through life. 


Miss Pride under the pretext needing secretary 
for her memoirs brings Sonie Pinkney Street, her Bos- 
ton home. Sonie after the proper education and training 
admitted the drawing room and accepted 
society. Book Two through Sonie the bluestockings 
are seen from the inside, but one whose point view 
still from without. Sonie apppreciative, sympa- 
thetic, but never surrenders. She becomes the rival 
Hopestill Mather, niece Miss Pride, for the affections 
Dr. McAllister. Sonie does not surrender, but un- 
selfishly gives what she knows she 
and what she knows would not make her happy. Because 
Hope’s sinful living, the McAllister wedding simply 
shield for Hope’s honor, concession her pride, 
compromise which makes her more miserable. 
with child, Hope has herself thrown from her horse and 
dies. Miss Pride rejoices that she has Sonie take her 
niece’s place. Sonie walks through these 
prised their incongruity, pained 


Miss Stafford her first novel gives evidence the 
ability write long work sustained literary quality 
throughout. She indulges enough psychological analy- 
sis her creations cast light hidden corners 
the human mind and character. One might question 
the probability few the episodes, for instance the 
bluestockings taking Japanese street walker, even 
though millionaire Harvard play boy had selected her 
his mistress. Discriminating adults interested what 
might have been going behind the closed doors 
Boston mansions before the rise Hitler will enjoy the 
story. Aloysius Miller, 
University Scranton 


Gift 
subscription Best Sellers the ideal Christmas 
gift for any book-loving friend. 
appropriate for priest, teacher, librarian parent. 
special offer will enter three regular sub- 
scriptions ($2.00 each) for $5.00; three combined 
subscriptions (regular and abridged series, $2.50 
each) $6.50. 
This special offer expires December 23, 1944. 
will send Christmas card the recipients 
your gift directly you for remailing. 
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